
“There’s always Time. There’s always a way.”

Billie rusek is the administrative Officer to the Coordinator of indian 

affairs in the Governor’s Office of montana. a single mom, Billie got 

her GeD and started taking classes at the Career Training institute and 

found that she was interested in computers. she went on to the helena 

College of Technology and got her associate in applied sciences in 

Computer Technology. “i wanted a real job,” she says, “i didn’t want to 

be working at mcDonald’s or Burger King or low-end secretarial jobs. 

and i didn’t want state assistance.” 

Billie, who had a difficult family life growing up, and did not grow up 

on a reservation, felt challenged by being a minority in a white world. 

But she was persistent and she believed in herself. she knew she 

didn’t have the skills she needed to get ahead so she went out and 

found them. Today Billie has a great job that she loves, assisting tribes 

in critical ways. The Office of indian affairs serves as an important 

liaison between the state and the tribes. Billie enjoys working with 

representatives from all of the tribes and learning about the tribal-state 

relationship. “my position,” she says, “has enabled me to learn more 

about myself and where i come from.” 

in addition to working at the office and raising her son, Billie serves on 

the board of the helena indian alliance and is a member of both the 

Disproportionate minority Contact Committee and the montana state 

Government interagency Committee for Change by women; she is also 

a mentor at the Florence Crittenton home for pregnant and parenting 

young women, many of whom are Native american. Next steps for 

Billie are to continue with her education, get her Bachelor’s degree and 

maybe even her masters degree. most importantly, says Billie, “i want 

to be able to make a difference in life.”
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“Don’t ever give up. Be who you are anD know that you can succeeD.”

honor your self

For more information about the poster series go to: 
 opi.mt.gov/IndianEd/AmerIndianPosters
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